Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 USBERL 00452 112348Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
IO-13 SAJ-01 ACDA-07 /086W 

112353Z 015973/64 

R 1 1 1550Z FEB 77 
FM USMISSION USBERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERLIN UNN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USLO PEKING 

CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 0452 
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TAGS: PFOR, WB, US, CH 

SUB J : PRC CONSULATE GENERAL IN WEST BERLIN 

REF: A) 73 STATE A-25222 OF MARCH 21 (NOTAL), B) 76 USBERLIN 2629. 

1 . AFTER HEADLINING ON FEBRUARY 3 A REPORT BY THE 
OFFICIAL CHINESE NEWS AGENCY HSINHUA THAT THE NEW 
REGIME IN PEKING SUPPORTS US POLICIES FOR STRENGTHENING 
THE SECURITY AND FREEDOM OF WEST BERLIN, THE WEST 

BERLIN NEWSPAPER ABEND REOPENED LOCAL SPECULATION THAT THE 
PRC INTENDS TO OPEN A CONSULATE GENERAL IN WEST BERLIN. 

THE PAPER WRITES, HOWEVER, THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
THE CONSULATE GENERAL MUST AWAIT THE RESUMPTION OF 
FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND THE PRC 
BECAUSE THE PRC CONSUL GENERAL WOULD BE ACCREDITED 
TO THE WESTERN ALLIES. 

2. THE ABEND ARTICLE CONTRIBUTED TO A BRIEF FLURRY 
OF PRESS SPECULATION ON THE SUBJECT. IN ADDITION, 

MISSION OFFICERS HAVE ALSO BEEN APPROACHED BY 
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REPRESENTATIVE OF THE JAPANESE CONSULATE GENERAL AND 
A RANKING CDU MEMBER OF THE BERLIN HOUSE OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES WHO ASKED WHETHER MISSION KNEW IF THE 
PRC HAD FIRM INTENTION TO OPEN A CONSULATE GENERAL 
HERE. MISSION OFFICERS REPLIED THEY HAD NO KNOWLEDGE 
ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. 
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3. IN REVIEWING FOR OUR OWN INFORMATION QUESTION 
OF WHETHER, ABSENT FORMAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND THE PRC, IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE 
FOR PRC TO ACCREDIT THE CONSUL GENERAL TO THE US 
COMMANDANT, MISSION’S ATTENTION WAS BROUGHT AGAIN 
TO REFERENCED AIRGRAM (A). MISSION WOULD APPRECIATE 
BEING ADVISED WHETHER DEPARTMENT POLICY STATED IN 
REFAIR THAT "DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION FROM CHINA- 
POLICY PERSPECTIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PRC 
OFFCE IN WEST BERLIN" CONTINUES TO BE IN FORCE. 

MISSION WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE GUIDANCE AS TO HOW TO 
RESPOND TO DIPLOMATIC OR PRESS INQUIRIES ON POINT 
WHETHER LACK OF FORMAL US DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
PRC WOULD AFFECT ESTABLISHMENT OF PRC MISSION IN 
WEST BERLIN.GEORGE 
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